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MINUTES

General PTA Meeting

June 5, 2008

Call to order

The meeting began at 7:10PM

Review of Minutes

The minutes from the May meeting were reviewed and approved. 

Co-President’s Report

Jeff Ewing welcomed the parents to the last PTA meeting and stated that there would be the elections for the new board members for the 2008-09 school year. He informed parents about the recent budget cuts made by Mayor Bloomberg which will result in approximately a $1million decrease in Brooklyn Tech’s budget for next school year.

Committee Reports

Nominating Committee

Susanna Goltser read the names of all parents who were running for each office.  Each candidate was asked to give a brief (1 minute) speech about his/her qualifications for the position.  Susanna handed out ballots for attendees to complete which were counted by the nominating committee and certified by Mr. Pomaro.  The results were reported as follows:

	Jean Joachim/Co-President

	Jeffrey Ewing/Co-President

	Gail Hines/Senior Vice President

	Stephen Gales/Junior Vice President

	Li Pan/Sophomore Vice President

	Judith Hertzberg/Treasurer*

	Barry Ritter/Assistant Treasurer*

	Gail O’Brien/Corresponding Secretary

	Elizabeth DeAngelis/Recording Secretary

	Enid Febus/Assistant Recording Secretary

	Michelle Ifill-Williams/Sergeant-at-Arms

	Andria Grundman-Cooper/SLT Member

	Mike Tang/SLT Member

	Liz Morano/SLT Member


*As a result of this election, Judith Hertzberg and Barry Ritter will replace Vere Gibbs and Janet Orelana as signatories on the Washington Mutual checking account, treasurer and assistant treasurer respectively.  Jean Joachim and Jeffrey Ewing remain signatories on the account as co-presidents.

Treasurer’s Report

A summary report was given stating that $46, 599 is the current account balance with outstanding payments of $8000 for scholarships, $500 for the college office fax machine/printer and $2245 for club awards.  There will be a balance of $35,770 to be carried over to next year.

Principal’s Report

Mr. Asher discussed the recent budget cuts of about $1million and said that the actual amount is not yet completely accurate and that more money may still come in to Tech.  He spoke about how this decrease in funds may affect clubs, supplies, textbook funds, and jobs.  Mr. Asher stated that no decisions will be made until a final budget is received.  He spoke about plans to rent the use of the Tech auditorium sound and lighting for various activities/events which are currently being investigated. 

Mr. Asher asked parents to vote on the following school calendar change for the 2008-09 school year:  That Parent/Teacher conferences be moved from Thursday, October 23, 2008 in the evening and Friday, October 24, 2008 in the afternoon to Thursday, October 30, 2008 in the evening and Friday, October 31, 2008 in the afternoon.  He told parents the reason for this change is because the original dates conflict with the National Consortium held in Rochester.  A vote was taken and there was unanimous approval of the change.  Mr. Asher also asked that vote be taken on a change in the school day schedule on the date of the October 2008 PSAT.  This change would include a freshmen assembly to take place during the administration of the PSAT and a delay in the arrival of seniors to approximately 1PM and end the seniors’ day with Information Night at about 8PM.  A vote was taken and unanimous approval was given for this change.

Mr. Asher also discussed concerns about the languages currently being offered at Tech. These concerns include whether 3 or 4 languages should be offered, should Italian or another language be the 4th language, and scheduling concerns.  The School Leadership Team will form an exploratory committee to determine the answers to these issues.

The meeting adjourned at 8:25PM.

