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MINUTES

General PTA Meeting

December 6, 2007
Co-President’s Report (Jeffrey Ewing)

Jeff reported on various items related to the college process, noting that there was a financial aid discussion on December 4th.  He also reported on upcoming college trips for juniors, in particular an overnight trip to the Washington DC area in February.  A down payment of 50% of cost needs to be turned in by January 4, 2008.  Under discussion are future trips to possibly, Boston, Philadelphia and to the SUNY schools in Upstate NY.

Co-President’s Report (Joan Joachim)

Joan reported on fund raising events.  On February 5, Primary Day in NY, we hope to raise money by offering homemade baked goods.  From Joan’s experience in previous years, commercial baked goods do not sell well and most people do look for those home baked items.  During a primary election, schools are open and classes are in session, so there is a larger market to sell these items.

We would also like to have a Chinese New Year dinner.  A Monday night would seem to offer the best opportunity as many restaurants find Monday evenings to be slow.  Mike Tang has volunteered to assist in coordinating the event but needs additional parents to lend a hand.

Finally, Joan reported that the remaining letters for the annual appeal will be mailed in the next few days. 

Treasurer’s Report (Vera)

Vera reported that we began the November with a balance of $33,207.  With primarily donations of $990 and an expense of $56, we ended the month with a balance of $34,140.

Communications (Mike Tang)

Mike reported that he had developed a format for a parent’s newsletter that will be mailed or made available for parents online.  We have set an ambitious target of doing it on a monthly basis.
Teacher Grants (Gail Hines)

Gail reported on the completion of this project.  In association with the Alumni and Mr. Asher, collectively we were able to fund in excess of $80,000.  There were 67 proposals requesting about $123,000.  The PA donated $10,000 while the Alumni donated $30,000.  Additional funds came from an existing Con Edison grant and available funds from Mr. Asher’s budget.  Many areas received the funds including Math, Speech, Physics and Foreign Languages.

Senior Grants

The PA is working to provide $5,000 for grants specifically to seniors.  We are hoping to offer $1,000 to each Math, Sciences, English, History and Foreign Language to the senior who has shown the most progress in his/her years at Tech.  It is undecided as to whether to offer five $1,000 awards of ten $500 awards.

 Senior Parent

We currently have a vacancy on the Executive Committee of the Board.  Please contact Jeff Ewing if you are interested in serving in this important role.  There are many activities occurring during the senior year and it is important to have parental involvement for this group.

Minutes of November 1, 2007

The minutes of November 1, 2007 meeting were reviewed and approved without changes.

Discussion by Alan Palmer, AP Mathematics 

Mr. Palmer provided us with an informative report on the changes in the math curriculum instituted by the State Regents Department.  Beginning this year, the curriculum is shifting away from the two 18 month-long programs, Math A and Math B, back to the more traditional program, of one year each of algebra, geometry, and trigonometry.  

Students currently who enter Tech are required to take a math placement exam to assess where they belong.  If your child started a Math A program in Middle School he or she will be taking the Math A regents this January and begin Math B taking the regents in June 2009.  If they were in a more traditional middle school math program, he or she should  be taking algebra now and will have an algebra regents, this coming June.

It is important to check your child’s transcript that it reflects all the courses your child took in Middle School.  Middle schools do not always list all the classes a child might have taken.  Tech cannot change these transcripts, but needs a letter directly from the MS to give the child the credit he or she has earned. 

Principal’s Report (Randy Asher)

Mr. Asher, in his report, focused on the new grading system and that Tech received a B in this first year.  While he noted that some issues raised were valid, such as there needs to be better communications, overall some of the faults were just inherent in a school of this size in a cohort of schools that were not similar in nature and had different teaching approaches/criteria.  For example, at Tech, only a small focus is placed on passing the NYS regents, since an extremely high number of students do pass them and unlike other schools, regents grades are not part of a student’s final grade composition.

He also talked about the ongoing development of an academic integrity policy (plagiarism), a detention policy, and a new joint program with Polytech Institute, also in Brooklyn.

Mr. Asher also told of upcoming events within the school, including Sing, Student Concerts, Lego tournaments, and the initial success the Wrestling team was having in its first season.  He ended by taking questions from the audience.

