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MINUTES

General Meeting

September 10, 2009

Judith Hertzberg called the meeting to order at 7:05PM.  Judith introduced herself as one of the new co-presidents, welcomed everyone and introduced the Executive Board members for the 2009-10 school year.

The minutes from the June 4, 2009 General Meeting were presented and approved without changes.

Treasurer’s Report

Barry Ritter introduced himself and presented the details of the proposed budget for the 2009-10 school year.  Barry explained the expenses from last year and spoke about the need for fundraising in order for the PTA to continue providing resources to Tech.  He answered questions and got feedback from the parents in attendance. The proposed budget was approved.

Principal’s Report

Mr. Asher introduced himself and welcomed parents to the first PTA meeting.  He announced that Mr. Pomaro would not be returning as the A.P. of Parent and Student Engagement due to an injury he suffered while at Tech last year.  Mr. Asher said that Mr. Marc Williams will become the new A.P. of Parent and Student Engagement, interim acting, and said he was very pleased to have Mr. Williams along with Mei Chan, Parent Coordinator, in their respective roles and that they will make a very strong team.

Mr. Asher urged parents to stay engaged with the school and with their students. He spoke about budget cuts and how the Title I money which the school will be receiving this year is critical to Tech and will allow academic programs to remain open despite the budget cuts.  He stressed the importance of completing and returning the school lunch form and told parents that this form is the means whereby the school’s eligibility for Title I funding is determined.  These lunch forms are available on line, were distributed in gym, and will be required of any student who wants to participate in school athletics. Mr. Asher also acknowledged the importance of parent participation in the upcoming fundraising drive and asked parents to seriously consider making a donation this year.

Mr. Asher also requested that parents consider a request to move the date of parent teacher conferences to October 29th in the evening and October 30th in the afternoon in order to accommodate conflicts that staff and other parents will have.  The motion to change the date was carried and the approved dates for the Fall Parent Teacher Conferences at Brooklyn Tech are October 29th in the evening and October 30th in the afternoon.

Co-presidents’ Report

Enid Febus introduced herself as co-president for this school year.  Enid took an informal survey of those in attendance to determine the number of freshman, sophomore, junior and senior parents in the audience.  She then explained how, at the October meeting, there would be an opportunity to speak with parents who have had experiences in each year who will provide an overview of the year and offer suggestions for parents and students. 

Enid reminded parents that tonight they could nominate someone or self-nominate for the positions of Freshman V.P., School Leadership member and Corresponding Secretary. Enid also passed around sign-up sheets for the various fundraisers and PTA activities for the year and asked parents to volunteer their time for one or more of the functions. These include the Parent Newsletter, which Mike Tang spoke briefly about, and the Chinese New Year dinner, which Beth DeAngelis addressed. Jason Horowitz spoke to parents about improvements to the school website.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30PM.

