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Parent Teacher Association

General Meeting

February 4, 2010

Minutes

Call to order

Enid Febus called the meeting to order at 7:20 PM. The minutes from the January meeting could not be approved due to printing issue and will be presented at the March meeting. Enid told the parents where they would sit for panel discussions by class.

Co-president’s Report

Enid Febus informed the parents that there will be a Career Day on February 27th and stated that all grades are welcome.  She said that it is a great way to learn about career interests and encouraged parents to have their students register on line if they plan to attend. Enid also reviewed the plans for future PTA meetings which include: March – Assistant Principal Panel discussion, April – Teen Social Stress, and May – Test Prep (Regents and SAT II’s).

Committee Report

Li Pan told parents that the Chinese New Year Dinner would be taking place on March 1st and that they could buy tickets tonight or at the GO store.  A list of raffle prizes were read and parents were encouraged to attend and bring family and friends.
Treasurer’s Report

Barry Ritter informed parents that he has filed the interim financial report with the principal, PTA, and DOE.  He reviewed and presented the details of the budget and a summary of the bank balances and revenue.  He told parents that the fundraising letter sent to parents has generated $48,500 so far from 268 families.  Barry encouraged families who have not yet participated to do so that we may proceed with budget as planned, which lists $70,000 as the fundraising goal. The budget as presented was approved.

Mr. Marc Williams – Assistant Principal of Student and Parent Engagement

Mr. Williams informed parents of the Open House for accepted students, which will be on Wednesday, February 10, 2010.  He encouraged student and parent participation of the Career Day being hosted by the Alumni Association on February 27th.  He told parents about several building updates including the boy’s bathrooms and the DNA lab, which is in the initial stages.  Mr. Williams said that budget cuts might affect whether or not there will be a summer school program. He told parents that at a UFT meeting it was discussed that tutoring be mandatory for students who are struggling.  He stressed that parents please complete the Learning Environment Survey sent out by the DOE.  Last year only 12% of parents completed the survey, which includes the areas of academic expectation, communication, engagement, and safety and respect.  

 Presentations

 Parents were separated class/grade throughout the auditorium and met with members of the Executive Board and Mr. Williams, as well as several student participants.  This enabled parents to discuss issues and concerns they had about the events and needs of their students in those specific grades.
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM.

