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Parent Teacher Association

General Meeting

January 4, 2010

Minutes

Call to order

Enid Febus called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM and introduced student translators who were available to help parents and would translate the meeting into Russian, Spanish, Cantonese, and Mandarin.

The minutes from the December 2009 meeting were presented and approved.

Committee Reports

Faculty Grants

Dr. Matt Mandery welcomed parents to the meeting and informed them about his background and the history and role of the Alumni Association. He stressed that it is the PTA and the Alumni Association made it possible to fulfill the majority of the grants with the combined funds of $60,000. He thanked parents for their continued support of Tech and for their donations.

Dr. Mandery also informed parents about Career Day, which will take place on February 23rd.  During this day, Tech alumni come back to discuss their professional careers with current students.  He told parents that it is a wonderful way for students to get first hand information about careers that may interest them.
Treasurer’s Report

Barry Ritter gave parents a report on the current budget and fundraising efforts.  A motion was also approved to spend $20,000 listed in the budget for faculty grants.

Co-president’s Report

Enid Febus requested parent volunteers for the C-30 committee being formed for the A.P. of Student and Parent Engagement.  Enid explained the time requirements would be 2 afternoon meetings lasting about 

3-4 hours each during the last week in January.

Mr. Marc Williams – Assistant Principal of Student and Parent Engagement

Mr. Williams explained to parents that a computer hacker saying that school was closed had sent out emails.  It is being investigated.  He tried to counteract the erroneous emails by using the phone system to alert parents that school was not closed.  He apologized for the late night/early morning calls but believed that was the only way to get the correct information out to parents.

Mr. Williams also explained that the senior class has initiated a proposal that students with an 85 or better average be allowed to go outside the building for lunch.  This is being considered but no decision has been made yet.

Guests and Presentations

Mr. Newman who is the coordinator of health and safety introduced himself to parents and gave his contact information – 718-84-6428 or dnewman2@schools.nyc.gov or dnewman@bths.edu. Mr. Newman spoke about the dangers of students carrying electronic devices and how this can make them targets outside of the Tech community. 

He addressed parents concerns about safety both within and outside the school.  He also gave contact information for the local precinct – Sgt. Kramer 718-636-6569 or Capt. Tasso 718-636-6504.

Ms. Richardson – SPARKS program spoke to parents about her role as a counselor for students with special needs or concerns.  She provides group and one on one counseling.  She encouraged parents who have students who might need to speak with someone to contact her. Students are guaranteed complete confidentiality. There are areas that must be reported however and these are abuse, violence, and suicide. Ms.  Richardson said she can be reached Mon.-Fri. – 8:30 – 4:00.  Her contact information is 718-804-6400, ext. 8526 or Rrichardson@bths.edu. 

Dr. Ramon Solhkhah and Dr. Hsiao Chung Chu from the Department of Psychiatry at Maimonedes Hospital spoke to parents about their role in helping students and the counseling they provide.  They explained that there are many times in a teenager’s life when they need to speak to a doctor or therapist.  They answered questions from the audience about teen behavior including alcohol use and feeling stressed.  Calling 718-283-8128 and speaking to Margaret about a referral can access their services.  Dr. Solhkhah can be reached at 718-283-8181and Dr. Chu can be reached at 718-283-6074.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.

