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MINUTES

General Meeting

March 12, 2009
The meeting was called to order at 7:05PM.  The minutes from the February 2009 general meeting were presented and approved.

Co-presidents’ Report
Jeff Ewing introduced himself, and welcomed parents to the meeting.  Jean Joachim introduced Gail Hines as the chairperson of the nominating committee and asked parents to consider running for an office on the Executive Board.  She suggested going to the web to find out about all the offices and told parents that nominations will be in May and elections in June.

Treasurer’s Report
Judith Hertzberg spoke about the successes of the year and told parents that the Chinese New Year dinner raised $2300 and $1420 paid out for the dinner, leaving $880 for the PTA.   She stated that everyone had a great time and that next year we hope to make it bigger and better.  Judith also told parents that Tech T-shirts helped to raise $1200 so far this year and the newsletter has raised $700. Judith also told parents that we are far short of the goal we had initially set of $75,000 and that we have raised about half of this so far.  This will hamper the ability of the PTA to contribute to the school’s needs, club grants and senior awards.  Jeff Ewing also told parents they can contribute via the website and using click and pledge.
Guest Speakers

Mr. Malchiodi began by thanking the PTA for assisting with the cost of the College Handbook, new computers, and the Colleges That Change Lives program.  Mr. Malchiodi gave an overview of his role in the college office which includes his one-to-one meetings with students and encouraged students, specifically juniors, to meet with him.  He told parents that there is no specific formula for gaining admission to specific schools.  He recommended that students include a wide range of applications: some “reach” or “dream” schools, safety schools (2-4) for which they have met the criteria for admission.  This can help eliminate some disappointment for students.  He advised parents to make informed decisions by balancing dreams with reality of the numbers (grades and SAT scores).  He told parents that on May 2nd there will be a college fair and an alumni college outreach in June.  Mr. Malchiodi answered a number of questions from parents.
Dr. Hudson spoke about the possibility of losing language offering at Tech due to budget cuts.  She talked about how learning a foreign language can help you develop different brain capacity, as well as, learn cultural knowledge and understanding.  Dr. Hudson encouraged parents to remain active in helping not to cut these offering at Tech.

Susan Molloy spoke to parents about running for one of the positions on the Education Council.  Ms. Molly explained that there would be 2 positions for Brooklyn high school parents, that the application deadline is March 19th, a candidate workshop on March 17th, and elections will take place on May 12-14th.  Those who can vote include PTA President, Recording Secretary and Treasurer.  She answered parents’ questions and encouraged them to call 1-877-nyc-vote or log onto Powertotheparents.org for additional information.

Jason Horowitz spoke to parents about a recycling initiative he has organized that can help to raise money for Brooklyn Tech.  He explained that there will be various locations around the school to collect ink cartridges and cell phones for recycling.  For each ink cartridge or cell phone the school will be given money ranging from $.75 to $20.00.  He encouraged parents, students, and teachers to participate. Jason also asked for more parent volunteers to assist Mr. DePinto with updated the parent portion of the website.

Gail Hines asked for volunteers for the College Fair to set up and serve lunch to the representatives.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:35PM. 
