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MINUTES

General Meeting

February 5, 2009
The meeting was called to order at 7:10PM.  The minutes from the January 2009 general meeting were presented and approved.

Co-presidents’ Report
Jeff Ewing introduced himself, and welcomed parents to the meeting.  Jean Joachim asked for volunteers for the Communications Committee.  She also told parent about the upcoming Colleges That Change Lives event which will be held in the auditorium on March 3, 2009  She encouraged parents to attend because the information can aid parents and students in the college search with new options they may not have previously considered.

Treasurer’s Report
Barry Ritter distributed and reviewed a detailed budget report which was presented and approved.  
Committee Reports

Chinese New Year Dinner and Raffle
Jean Joachim told parents about the successful Chinese New Year Dinner/Raffle which raised $920 for the school.  She told parents that it was an enjoyable evening of socializing, good food and winning exciting raffle prizes for all who attended. She thanked Beth DeAngelis, Li Pan, and Mike Tang and all who helped to solicit/donate raffle prizes, as well as, those who attended the event.

Principal’s Report - Mr. Randy Asher
Mr. Asher updated the parents regarding several staffing issues including a teacher who was excessed and is now working at Bronx Science, a new hire for the math department, and a new football coach.  He also informed parents about an accident involving Tech student, Robert Ogle, which resulted in his death. Mr. Asher expressed his deepest condolences to the Ogle family and informed parents that Robert’s mother is also a teacher at Tech.
Mr. Asher continued with a discussion about the expected $2 million budget cut for next year and explained that this amount will significantly impact the school.  He is looking at the budget very carefully and will listen to all recommendations including those from parents and students.  He will have the unenviable task of making the final decision.  Mr. Asher explained that the economic stimulus package will help infrastructure needs but be of no help to staffing.  He also requested that if anyone has any expertise in grant writing to let him know.  As well, he asked parents to attend the February 11th Open House Evening from 6-8:30PM for potential incoming freshmen and their families and stressed that parents like to speak to other parents so to please attend to help with this event.
Guest Speakers

Ms. O’Neal informed parents about the upcoming college trip.  She told parents that they should send money and permission note to her attention in the COSA office. Those who could not get form notarized in time can fax the permission note (718-260-9245) and follow up with the notarized form. There is the possibility that the trip will be cancelled should there not be an increase in the number of students who wish to attend.

Mike Tang introduced speakers from test prep organizations including Kaplan, Revolution, Ivy League tutoring, and Princeton Review.  The representatives from each organization gave a brief overview of program offerings and distributed brochures with information about schedules and pricing for SAT prep classes and/or private tutoring.  Parents were able to speak with these representatives for more detailed information at the end of the meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25PM. 
