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MINUTES

General Meeting

January 8, 2009
The meeting was called to order at 7:05PM.  The minutes from the December 2008 general meeting were presented and approved.

Co-presidents’ Report
Jeff Ewing introduced himself, and welcomed parents to the meeting.  Jean Joachim informed parents that there will be college trips for juniors and seniors during the February break and that Ms. Crystal Bonds would be organizing them.  She encouraged parents to have their students take advantage of these informative visits to colleges that may be of interest to them.  Jean also asked for a parent volunteer to help with the school recycling program.
Treasurer’s Report
Barry Ritter distributed and reviewed a detailed budget report.  He explained that we were half-way to our goal for fundraising.  Jeff Ewing added that additional donations could be made using a credit card on the website – www.bths.edu and using click and pledge.
Committee Reports

Chinese New Year Dinner and Raffle
Beth DeAngelis told parents that there would be a Chinese New Year Dinner and Raffle on February 2, 2009 at the Golden Bay Seafood Restaurant on 8th Avenue in Brooklyn.  She told them that tickets could be reserved tonight and the $20 included a full unlimited buffet.  Beth also told parents that there were many valuable prizes being raffled that night and encouraged all to attend.
Principal’s Report - Mr. Randy Asher
Mr. Asher thanked parents for all the contributions they have made and said that parents, alumni foundation, and city council grant money have enabled many new projects to begin at Tech.  These include a DNA lab, computer room conversion, and smartboards in classrooms among others.  He told parents that the scaffolding around the building is for a roof project that is underway and that this summer additional projects include fire alarm and clock renovation and student bathroom remodeling.

He told parents that the school was able to adjust the budget cuts occurring in the spring with no loss of faculty. However, Mr. Asher stated, the 5-8% decrease, or $1.5 million dollars expected next year can not be absorbed by the school.  He told parents that he is now part of an advisory panel which is discussing the impact of the budget decrease and the implications for instruction.  Mr. Asher said various options will be presents and he plans to gain the input of students and parents about the best way to proceed for next year.
Mr. Asher discussed the schedule for finals week and stated that a change needed to be made due to New York State changing the date for the start of Regents.  In addition, Chinese New Year is January 26th which significantly impacts attendance at Brooklyn Tech.  Therefore, finals will be Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  Monday, January 26th is a school day and anyone who may be absent to celebrate the New Year should submit a note.  He advised parents to make sure their students have submitted lab reports so that they are eligible to take the Regents exam.

Guest Speakers

Mr. Barclay – A.P Physics and Engineering
Mr. Barclay gave informative and engaging presentation about the physics department.  He demonstrated new instruments that the department has recently received from the parent and alumni foundation teacher grant award.  He demonstrated how this equipment gathers and interprets data and how students gain valuable hands on learning.  Mr. Barclay also stated that some of the grant money was used for professional development for his staff. He said he would make his slides available on the web and list additional sites as resources for parents and students.  He answered parent’s questions and concerns about PLTW, shop, and other courses.
Mr. Charles Pomaro – A.P. Student and Parent Engagement
Mr. Pomaro gave an overview of the upcoming speakers at PTA meeting which include Mr. Crystal Bonds, A.P. Guidance in February and Mr. Malchiodi from the college office in March.  He informed parents that Brooklyn Tech will be hosting a DuWop show and this event will be on the website.  For parents who are interested in tickets, he said to contact Mr. Fanning.  Mr. Pomaro also told parents about his plans for a meeting called Ready New York from the Office of Emergency Management which will be an information session about how to plan for all types of disaster or emergency.  He encouraged parents to attend the meeting on January 8, 2009 from 6-7PM just prior to the January PTA meeting.
.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45PM. 
